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Schools reimagined throuh eyes of kids .

@timesofindia.com
Chennai: Earthquake
alarms, outdoor libraries,
lush green gardens, swim-
ming pools, and kabaddi gro-
undswereamong theidealad-
ditions to their schools that
the city students envisioned
andbroughttolifethrough3D
cardboard models and art on
Sunday.

Exhibiting creative pro-
wess at the Children’s Day
event organised by the Confe-
deration of Arunodhaya
Children Sangam Conven-
tion (CASC), a children-tea-
cher network functioning
across Korukkupet, Tiruvot-
tiyur, Ennore, and Royapu-
ram, the students also incor-
porated into their models so-
lutions to issues in their loca-
lity and facilities that their
schools lack.
For instance, Yuvarani of
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TAKE NOTE: Cardboard models of schools as envisioned by students

Tondiarpet’s Muruga Dha-
nushkodi Govt Higher Secon-
dary School in Tiruvottiyur
zone, decked up her ‘Pasumai
Palli' (green school) model
with palmyra trees and out-
door reading halls. “Our zone
has a lot of industries. What
welackisgreenery Icreateda
model where all sides of scho-

olsarecovered by plants,” the
Class XI1girlsaid.

Nishanth K of Vellayan
Chettiyar Higher Secondary
School, on the other hand,
wanted his school to be more
tech-savvy. His model is ar-
medwithquakedetectorsand
alarms, compost pits,atechli-
brary,and dining rooms.

Students also showed the-
ir strong interest in sports as
all the five models had gro-
unds for sports such as kho
kho, badminton, and football.

“The theme of this event
was ‘School1Envision’,and it
was aimed at enabling child-
ren to openly share their dre-
amsforaschool thatissafe, jo-
yful, creative, and welco-
ming,” said Virgil D Sami, ex-
ecutive director, Arunodhaya
Centre for Street and Wor-
king Children,the brainchild
behind the CASC.

To achieve the plans envi-
sioned in the models, the stu-
dents wish to take their con-
cerns to authorities. “A total
of 2,746 CASC members sur-
veyed four-five students each
from 36 schools and chalked
out a slew of demands. C.
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